
From the County Schools’ Monthly Journal, 1910. Before written maps were common, beating 

the bounds was the way parishes, landowners and institutions reminded people of important 

boundaries in their home area.  The custom is believed to date to before 1000 AD.  Local 

dignitaries and villagers would walk around the boundaries every spring, traditionally during 

the fifth week after Easter.  

Beating the bounds was a vital part of a child’s education. Learning might be reinforced in 

unpleasant ways, such as whipping children at boundary stones, knocking heads on a marker 

or making them run through mud or water. More enjoyable methods were also used to help 

memory. Children were encouraged to beat the boundary stones with sticks or willow rods 

and were given treats of food or drink. Thank you to Peter Yardley for this contribution. 

 


